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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 March at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr Thomas Rich, Senior Curator (Vertebrate Palaeontology & Palaeobotany), Museums Victoria. 
Topic: Dr Rich will be talking about his investigations into the polar vertebrates, primarily but not exclusively, 
dinosaurs and mammals, that lived in Victoria during the latter part of the Early Cretaceous between 115 and 106 
million years ago. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 4 April at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Marilyn Hewish 
Talk title: ‘Moths and helicopters: the Bush Blitz experience’ 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Anthony, Victoria and Hugo Byrne, Ocean Grove; Brooke Connor, Point Lonsdale; Jennie Turner, Breamlea 


We wish them a long and happy association 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


» 
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GFNC website Observations 


www.gfnc.org.au 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 


photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website (go to the 
interesti articles and much more.... Observations tab), emailed to the GFNC email address or 


phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be 


aS ok rg T ck tS = = ie incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


2 The photo on the front cover, by James Gifford, is of a 
Members are encouraged to arrive early at Sea Star taken at St Leonard’s Pier. 


Belcher necunts. The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat a juvenile White-faced Heron on the Barwon River near 
to other members and visitors. Newtown. February 2017. 





Out and about: 


Australia has the world's largest and the world's smallest 
of the Cuckoo family. Not all cuckoos are nest parasitic; 
most cuckoos in the world raise their own young. All 
cuckoos have long tails and zygodactylus feet (two toes 
pointing forward and two backwards). Those that do use 
the nests of other species have to deposit their eggs 
there. Sir Charles Belcher was convinced that the eggs 
are laid on the ground and carried to the nest in the 
cuckoo's beak. There have been instances when a 
cuckoo has laid its egg in a nest while the host bird was 
sitting on it! 


In England the cuckoo's call heralded spring, but there is 
nothing sacred about the first cuckoo call in the Geelong 
Region. One may be heard in any month of the year, and 
sometimes five different cuckoos have been recorded in 
the same month. Now we have seven regulars and two 
vagrants, seen only once. 


Nevertheless there is something about the first call of a 
cuckoo species in the season. Charles Belcher waxed 
lyrical about the Pallid Cuckoo: ‘The glamour, the 
evanescence, the foreboding, all are there in the 
Cuckoo's chromatic scale, musical, melancholy'. But he 
was not completely carried away: 'There is another which 
is developed a little later, just about laying-time, | 
imagine; this is almost a scream, alternating with three or 
four repetitions of a single note, uttered when the bird is 
on the wing, particularly on the long courting-chases 
through the trees characteristic of the Cuckoo in 
October.’ The birds are migratory within Australia and 
reach our district in August, returning about Christmas. 
Although they may still be plentiful in some years, they 
are now regarded as uncommon here. They were much 
more plentiful around town one hundred years ago when 
Sir Charles Belcher was writing about them. 'You could 
not drive two miles out of town without seeing and 
hearing them, and the Park resounded with the calls of 
Cuckoos to their mates’. 


Eastern Koel 

The first 'Koo-ell' is the one we get excited about each 
November. Where a few years ago we would have 
regarded this species as vagrant in our district, now we 
expect to hear it and even record it breeding. The first 
record in the Geelong Bird Reports was of a bird at St 
Laurence Park, Lara on 13 March, 2003. There were no 
more local records until 2007. Since then one or two 
have been recorded every year, with the first breeding 
record in January 2015. It is quite a large cuckoo, but 
more often heard than seen. The male is a glossy 
blue-black while the female has a cocoa-brown back 
with white spots and bars and underparts of buff-white 
lightly barred darker and a black throat-stripe and head. 
The male makes the koo-ell call and female has a four- 
note brassy piping. This year a Red Wattlebird was seen 
feeding a juvenile Koel in Highton. 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

This is our most common and sometimes stays 
throughout the year. It breeds locally. Of its call Belcher 
wrote: 'It has two separate calls, one a trill of about five or 
six slightly-varying notes repeated so quickly as to run 
into each other, the other a call (usually heard in damp 


Going cuckoo 
Valda Dedman 


weather) which sounds like ‘whit-whee’ with the stress on 
the last syllable which is protracted’. He may have 
mistaken the second call for that of the female. It likes to 
deposit its egg in domed nests, such as those of 
thornbills or wrens, although the young cuckoo soon 
outgrows its foster home. Like the Pallid Cuckoo it likes 
to feed on hairy caterpillars. 


Brush Cuckoo 

This is possibly the rarest of our local cuckoos. It looks a 
bit like the Fan-tailed, but is slightly smaller and plainer 
and sounds completely different. Its call is a loud fee-ip, 
fee-ip, fee-ip, and a mixed excited mating call. ‘Brush’ 
refers to its preferred forest habitat with dense, closed 
canopy. It tends to sit silent for long periods, then dash 
out to take a caterpillar or insect from vegetation. Locally, 
it is most likely to be seen in the Otways, sometimes in 
the Brisbane Ranges. Harold Tarr saw one in most years 
up to 1940 along the Barwon near Princes Bridge. 


Black-eared Cuckoo 

It is a regular spring and summer visitor though rarely 
more than one annually. It often uses Speckled Warbler 
nests. Its egg is chocolate brown, similar to that of its 
host. There are no breeding records for the Geelong 
region. Its call has been described as a drawn-out whistle 
which fades out rather than ends. Immatures keep to 
shrubby vegetation. Courting males chase noisily. 


Horsfield's Bronze Cuckoo and Shining Bronze 
Cuckoo are distinguished by their calls, downward- 
deflecting for the Horsfield's, upward-deflecting for the 
Shining. You cannot always rely on complete or 
incomplete barring on the breast. Immatures can be 
confusing, as Marilyn Hewish discovered (Geelong 
Naturalist, May 1998). Both Bronze-Cuckoos are spring 
and summer migrants in Geelong and breed here; 
Horsfield's may overwinter. Both parasitize dozens of 
different species. Shining-Bronze Cuckoos are more 
likely to be found in high rainfall areas such as the 
Otways, though both prefer open forest and are common 
visitors to the Bellarine Peninsula. 


The Little Bronze-Cuckoo is the world's smallest cuckoo, 
weighing only17 grams. It can hybridise with 

Gould's Bronze-Cuckoo. Both these birds havea 
northern distribution in Australia, as do the Oriental 
Cuckoo and the Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo. 


The Long-tailed Cuckoo can be included in Australia's 
birds since it occurs on Lord Howe Island and Norfolk 
Island. Most species of cuckoo are migratory and the 
Long-tailed Cuckoo has the longest migration of the 
southern hemisphere birds. 


Now, for those two single sightings in the Geelong 
region—the first was an introduction, the second a true 
vagrant. 


Pheasant Coucal 

P.J. Wood in the Geelong Advertiser of 6 December 
1952 reported a sighting of a bird flushed from the 
sedges on the margin of Lake Lorne in Drysdale on 25 
November. In this case, it seems improbable that the 
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Pheasant Coucal arrived there unaided, since it is a poor 
flier and spends most of its time on the ground. It builds 
its own nest and raises its young there, both parents 
being involved. It is not migratory and its home range is 
the wet northern and east coast of Australia, where it 
inhabits the dense tall grass of river floodplains, tropical 
scrubs, canefields and generally swampy places. Its call 
is said to be a ‘deep, hollow, accelerating, descending 
OOp--coop-coop-coop-coop like liquid glugging from a 
bottle’ (Pizzey 1997). It feeds on invertebrates and may 
also eat frogs and mice. 


Channel-billed Cuckoo 

This is the world's largest cuckoo, weighing up to 935 
grams. It has a huge, heavy bill and its egg is also large. 
Its scientific name Scythrops comes from the Greek, 
meaning ‘angry eye’, because the skin around the eye of 
the adult is red. However, Channel-billed Cuckoos are 
often shy and retiring and are better known for their 
call—a ' raucous, repeated, rising shout, oik or awk, 
flying or perched' (Pizzey 1997). In northern Australia 
their migration coincides with the beginning of the rainy 
season, leading to the species being given a range of 
colloquial names such as storm-bird, flood-bird or 
rain-bird. Fruit forms a large part of its diet, particularly 
figs, but it also takes insects and even small nestlings. 
The frugivorous habits of the species, coupled with its 
raptor-like appearance, have also resulted in it being 
known as the fig hawk. One was recorded at Queenscliff 
in a Moreton Bay fig tree on 7 November 2001 seen by 
several people. It was being harassed by magpies. The 
Channel-billed Cuckoo is migratory and is a strong flier, 


so it could have flown to Geelong. It usually inhabits rain- 
forest, monsoon forest or forest woodland. It migrates to 
New Guinea, Indonesia or other northern islands for the 
winter and returns to breed in Australia. It parasitises 
Currawongs, crows and magpies. 


There are no simple cuckoo calls among our Australian 
cuckoos. Whistles, trills, shouts, glugging, mournful, 
shrill, rising in quarter tones, descending, several notes 
or just a few. It is still exciting to hear any of our cuckoos 
Calling. 
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Long time between drinks—Hooded Plover chick at Nudist Beach 
(Whites Beach) 


aturday 25 February was my first ‘wardening’ shift for 

this season! After so many nest failures this year, 
and chicks disappearing soon after hatching, it was 
something of a relief to be able to spend a few hours 
enjoying watching the Nudist Beach (Whites Beach) 
chick foraging so happily at the water’s edge with its 


Deborah Evans 


parents. During the following week (the chick’s fifth week) 
it was seen taking short flights of a few metres, and then 
on 4 and 5 March it was seen taking flights out over the 
water. So it looks like we might finally have a successful 
lift-off! 


Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
National Wool Museum, Geelong 
15 January—14 May 2017 


The National Wool Museum in Geelong is again the only Victorian location exhibiting the winning photographs from 
the international Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition sponsored by the Natural History Museum, London. 
Photos from the local competition ‘Geelong by Nature’, including some entries from GFNC members, are also on 


view. 


Don’t miss these stunning international photographs as well as wonderful images from some of our local 
photographers. 


And why not take out a subscription to the Wool Museum so that you can pop in and see the exhibits again, any 


time you're in the centre of Geelong. 
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Some stories from Yaugher 


here was a time when Yaugher was going to be a 
town. It was the end of the train line before the 
crossing of the Barwon River flats could be 
accomplished, so there was a school site selected, at least 
one church built, and a cemetery established. But all this 
changed when the embankments and bridges were built 
and the line extended to the existing township of 
Forrest. Yaugher became little more than a spot on the 
railway line, the school was never built—only the 
cemetery survived to still be used. 


Yaugher is now the site of the mountain bike trail head— 
well, not actually Yaugher but it is close enough along 
Boundary Road to qualify. 


Many years ago we bought a one-acre block across the 
main road from the Yaugher railway station. It had been 
the site of a church, we were told, but when the railway 
went through to Forrest so did the church—dragged across 
the river flats on wooden skids. 


So we built a small cottage there, a sort of weekend 
retreat, and | manage to get down there most weekends or 
for a day during the week, to tend the vegetable 

garden. Of course, it would be far cheaper to buy at the 
supermarket, but not nearly as enjoyable as working in the 
soil to grow something pleasant and enjoyable. 


We have a wonderful lot of live-in companions—birds, 
bats, wallabies that eat the grapevine and fruit trees if | fail 
to cover them, and on a summer day a myriad of small 
flying and creeping creatures, most which live and let us 
live in peace. 
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Mistletoe Moth caterpillar, Yaugher. 





Trevor Pescott 





Bull Ant with sand from burrow, Yaugher. 


Here are three of the latest portraits of my friends. 


The Mistletoe Moth larva looked at first a bit like that of the 
Grapevine Moth, but a closer view showed it quite 
different; very occasionally | see an adult moth checking 
out the mistletoes growing on the Blackwoods. 


Then there are the aerial hunters like the large Robber Fly 
(pictured) that settled on the verandah rail to eat its 
lunch—looks like a small wasp is on the menu. 


Later, | noticed a little heap of gravel, with a hole in the 
centre, in the roughly mowed grass. As | watched, a Bull 
Ant emerged with its jaws packed full with sand; it went to 
the edge, and dumped the sand on the ever-expanding 
mullock heap. How many workers there were | have no 
idea; the most | saw at any one time was two. | wonder 
what was happening in the ever-expanding tunnels and 
cells deep in the ground. 


As the seasons change so will life at Yaugher, and | am so 
fortunate to be able to see just a tiny part of it taking place. 





Robber fly and prey, Yaugher. Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Milkwort rediscovered 


n the side of the track returning from a beach near 

Anglesea, a tiny pinky-mauve flower caught my eye. 
Unsure of what it was | showed the photos to Margaret 
Macdonald who recognised it as Small Milkwort, a plant 
she had searched for years ago with Mary White. Mary 
White included it in her book Coastal Vegetation of 
Anglesea-Aireys Inlet Region 1990 but it has not been 
seen for over 20 years. Comesperma polygaloides is 
listed as vulnerable and grows in variable conditions. The 
Action Statement shows it in the Victorian Basalt Plain, 
Little Desert and Grampians often on roadside and 





Alison Watson 


railway reserves. It is also found in SA and WA. The 
flower is similar to the other Comesperma species that 
grow in the Anglesea area—Blue-spike Milkwort, Heath 
Milkwort and Love Creeper with tiny butterfly-like flowers. 
The Small Milkwort grows from 10 to 20 cm tall with 
bluish-green leaves. We initially found just 6 flowering 
plants but later discovered about 50 all in the one small 
area, though a lot of these were young non flowering 
plants. It is very exciting to find this little plant again after 


so Many years. 


Small Milkwort. Photo: Alison Watson 


BirdLife Photography presents... 


Digital Photography in the Bush 


Saturday 11—Sunday 12 March 2017 
Deakin University, Waterfront Campus 


Do you love bird photography? Do you want to learn how to turn ordinary bird pictures into extraordinary 
photographs? 


Come along to our biannual event, Digital Photography in the Bush hosted by BirdLife Photography—it is amazing 


value. 


Catering for those who are just starting out in photography to those with intermediate/advanced skill levels, there 
are loads of workshops and outings to get involved in, from Lightroom Workflows, Capturing Bird Video, 
Digiscoping, Advanced Flash Photography, Monitor Calibration, Printing Workflows and Paper Selection, we will 
cover it all! 


Need advice on how to set-up your camera then ask the experts at the Canon, Nikon and Kayell Australia stands/ 
sessions. Some of our award winning photographers will present their thoughts, tips and tricks on capturing 
outstanding photos too. 


Get in quick, places are strictly limited. 
See website for details: http://birdlifephotography.org.au/ 


We look forward to seeing you all. 
Graham Cam, BirdLife Photography President 
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Fairy Tern project 


though the Fairy Tern Sternula neries is a small bird 
(22-24 cm) it’s a fast, agile flyer with a feisty 
character! 


Fairy Terns can be seen along sandy coastlines, offshore 
islands, sheltered inlets, estuaries and sewage ponds. 
Presently Fairy Terns are listed in Victoria as vulnerable/ 
threatened, with an estimated 5000 mature individuals 
remaining in southeastern Australia (Birdlife Australia) 
This is a reason for great concern. 


GFNC members recently attended a workshop in 
Queenscliff run by Birdlife Australia in conjunction with 
Parks Victoria, to bring attention to this present situation. 
Birdlife Population Monitoring Officer, Dr Amy Adams 
spoke on a range of topics that included ID (non- 
breeding, breeding and juvenile plumage) breeding cycle 
and behaviours, types of environment required for 
successful breeding and the many reasons for this 
disturbing decline. 


The breeding season for Fairy Terns is between 
September through to late March. They are colonial 
breeders requiring open un-vegetated areas with 
light-coloured surfaces such as shell grit to breed. Food 
source (bait fish) needs to be close by, and the area free 
from predators (dogs, cats, rats, foxes, gulls, ravens) and 
human disturbance (recreation vehicles and trampling of 
eggs and chicks underfoot). Nesting sites will be 
abandoned on mass if the terns are threatened. 


Amy discussed the aims of this project: To identify 
current nesting sites, monitor these sites, document 
nesting success, threats and management actions. 


Amy spoke on the historical data from known breeding 
sites both in Western Port Bay: 3 sites which have 
provided occasional breeding; Port Phillip Bay: 5 sites 
with two sites recently recording breeding success i.e. 
Mud Islands, Jan 2017; and closer to home, the Moolap 
Salt Works, Feb 2017. 


Both these sites are difficult to access. Members would 
be aware that entry to the Salt Works site has been 
denied since 2016. However, the area can be viewed by 
standing next to the pump house on Portarlington Road. 


David Tytherleigh 


It was from this location that Fairy Tern sightings were 
made in early 2016, and then later in the year. Recent 
observations in 2017 include territorial defense from 
Silver Gulls and other bird species, and Fairy Terns 
hunting over the salt ponds and then carrying baitfish 
back to dry ponds on the western boundary. Birdlife 
project members were able to access the CSIRO Animal 
Health Laboratory site and observed from its boundary 
the feeding of a fledged young, which confirmed that 
breeding had occurred. 


Increased numbers of Fairy Terns were observed 
gathering at the Salt Works throughout February this 
year, with a sighting of a group of 68 terns in flight on 14 
February. This amazing sight and breeding confirmation 
reinforces the importance of the Moolap Salt Works, not 
only as habitat for local and international waders, but 
also for Fairy Terns. 


Pre/post breeding monitoring of sites is an important 
aspect of this Birdlife project. It supports the gathering of 
important data to gain a better understanding of what is 
occurring with the Fairy Tern population. 


Collected data will form the basis of a report that 
hopefully will attract future grants for ongoing 
management, monitoring, nesting site renewal and 
re-establishment of new areas. 


Amy discussed the guidelines for volunteer monitoring, 
which is all covered in the Guidelines (see reference 
below). Birdlife Australia has also produced a pocket-size 
booklet titled ‘My Tern’ with detailed descriptions of all 
the Australian Tern species. 


If anyone is interested in volunteering or would like more 
information regarding the Fairy Tern project, please 
contact Amy Adams at amy.adams @birdlife.org.au 


References 

Guidelines for monitoring Fairy Terns during the breeding 
season: Western Port and Port Phillip Bays, Victoria 
December 2016 


My Tern. A pocket guide to the Terns of Australia. 
Birdlife Australia 





Fairy Terns at Moolap Salt Works. Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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GFNC excursion—Moth night at Big Rock in the You Yangs 
19 February 2017 


General report written by Bernie Lingham; Moth report written by Marilyn Hewish; Bird and 
mammal lists collated by Graham Possingham 


Se eee io eee ee oe ye 
Wet—Lorraine, Barry, Bernie, Graham and Jenny, You Yangs. 
Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


t's widely known that field naturalists are a hardy 

bunch. They can travel long distances; tackle different 
types of terrain; venture out in challenging weather 
conditions; and generally, handle whatever nature throws 
at them. The ability to roll with adverse and unseasonal 
weather conditions was certainly required on Sunday (the 
coldest February day since 2005) as a small but 
enthusiastic group met at Big Rock in the You Yangs for 
a late afternoon walk. The walk was followed by dinner 
and an evening of moth observation guided by our moth 
experts, Marilyn and Dean Hewish, and their 
knowledgeable friend, Cathy Powers. 


Upon arrival at Big Rock we weren’t deterred by the 
fierce winds or imminent storm clearly observed heading 
towards us from the south-west. Coats and beanies 
came in handy as we headed off for a short walk and 
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Mammatus clouds. Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


climb onto Big Rock. A Little Eagle flew low overhead 
giving us a good view as it capably managed the strong 
wind gusts. Other birds were a little harder to find, but we 
were rewarded with sightings of several smaller birds, 
notably Yellow Thornbills and Yellow-rumped Thornbills, 
as well as more of the ‘usual suspects’ including 
Australian Magpies and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos. 


The arrival of heavy rain was enough to persuade even 
the hardiest of us that shelter and an early meal was our 
best option. Those of you who know Big Rock will be 
aware that the only shelter nearby is the toilet block. Yes, 
you guessed it—we now have a great deal of respect for 
the designers of that structure who included a sizable 
covered verandah which provided us with excellent rain 
and wind protection. 


Rufous Snout Moth, You Yangs. Photo: Marilyn Hewish 





Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


Dashed Geometrid, You Yangs. 


Following dinner and before the next band of rain 
showers hit, we planned to visit the historic aboriginal 
rock well located nearby. Unfortunately, our timing was 
out and light rain, which quickly turned into heavy rain, 
descended as we walked. Marilyn had the forethought to 
bring her umbrella but it wasn’t long before we were all 
looking for shelter underneath any sizable trees. On the 
positive side, we saw the well and appreciated the 
creation of such a useful stone construction to hold water. 
We also observed one male and one female Scarlet 
Robin, a Brush Bronzewing and a Grey Shrike-thrush. 


Big Rock is a perfect location for observing the skies. As 
the rain cleared we again ascended the rock to watch a 
remarkable sunset with views of fantastic cloud 
formations. These included mammatus clouds which are 
multiple, rounded structures hanging below 
cumulonimbus storm clouds. Those we saw were striking, 
shining pink with sunset colours against the dark grey 
background of the main cloud. They indicate severe 
storms but their method of formation is poorly understood. 


As dusk fell the moth light was turned on and it was all 
systems go. The cool conditions weren’t conducive to 
high levels of moth activity. However, we were all excited 
to see a variety of moths fly in slowly, and then as the 
evening progressed, arrive a little more quickly at the 
sheet. Marilyn's report provides some details of the 12 
species she photographed, including two that were new 
for her. Cathy Powers picked up some additional smaller 
species. The diversity of moths is astounding. It doesn’t 
matter how many times you go ‘mothing’ as you see 
interesting and fascinating species every time. Our thanks 
to Marilyn and Dean who so willingly shared their 
knowledge and expertise with us. 


In spite of the challenging weather conditions it was a 
great excursion, enjoyed in good company. 


Moth report 
There are some moths that fly in bitterly cold weather—in 
fact some species fly only in mid-winter. But the moths 
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‘Dagger moth’ Persectania ewingii. 


Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


that fly in February don't appreciate the cold. The weather 
was probably the reason we got such a low tally—12 
species. Dean and | seem to attract bad weather. We've 
mothed through storms in the Otways (where we set up 
under a picnic shelter), Neds Corner (another toilet 
block), the Big Desert (tarpaulin), Falls Creek (hikers' hut 
verandah) and Mitchell River National Park (tarpaulin). 


The moths flying in the You Yangs were mainly common 
moths from the family Noctuidae. They have plump, ‘furry’ 
bodies and so are more resistant to cold. There were 
three species that we haven't been able to track down as 
yet. They are small, and may turn out to be unnamed. 


There were still several attractive and interesting moths to 
keep the audience occupied. The Dashed Geometrid 
Dissomorphia australiaria held its wings up and showed 
the attractive orange, brown and white underside. The 
Rufous Snout Moth Pararguda rufescens is large and has 
strikingly fringed yellow antennae. It's a very ‘fluffy’ moth 
with long, hair-like scales over the body and in thick tufts 
on the legs. | managed to capture a photo of it in flight so 
that the rich cinnamon hindwings were showing. 


The noctuids came in varying shades of brown but some, 
like Persectania ewingii, are strikingly marked. | showed 
everyone the dagger-like marking that is the key to 
identification and it soon became known as the 'Dagger 
Moth’. 


There was one new species for me—a tiny, striped moth 
with a long name from the family Crambidae, Ptochostola 
microphaeellus (don't ask me how to pronounce it). 


Despite the weather, we enjoyed the night. When we saw 
the forecast, we were worried that we wouldn't see 
anything. But some moths are as hardy as members of 
the GFNC. Thanks to Dean and Cathy for helping at the 
moth sheet, and to Barry and Bernie Lingham and the 
You Yangs Ranger for arranging the excursion. 
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Birds noted Mammals noted 


Brush Bronzewing Red Wattlebird Swamp (Black) Wallaby 

Swift sp. New Holland Honeyeater | Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Little Eagle Grey Shrike-thrush Rabbit (including a black one) 
Brown Falcon Australian Magpie 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Little Raven 
Crimson Rosella Scarlet Robin 
Superb Fairy-wren Silvereye 

Yellow Thornbill Red-browed Finch 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 





Bird Group mid-week excursion 
Mason Farm 
23 February 2017 


Angus Hartshorn 
welve people attended the excursion on this private Finches, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos in the pine 
property. We arrived at 9.00 am and were greeted plantation. On the creek we saw several Blue-billed 

by Jim and Lynne Mason. We thank them sincerely for Duck ducklings a Shoveler and a lot of other water birds. 
their hospitality. The total bird count was a pleasing 50. 

We first looked around near the house and dam where Species not seen 12 months ago: Australasian Shoveler, 
several small birds were seen (e.g. Yellow-rumped Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Brown Goshawk, Horsfield's 


Thornbills, Black-fronted Dotterels). We then walked Bronze-Cuckoo. 
across the Rail Trail along the fence line and down to the 
Yarram Creek. A stooping Brown Goshawk was a 
highlight, also many more thornbills, Red-browed 


We finished up with a late morning snack (cake 
provided!) at the farm house. 


Bird list 


Australasian Shoveler Dusky Moorhen Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Teal Eurasian Coot Grey Butcherbird 
Chestnut Teal Black-fronted Dotterel Australian Magpie (White-backed) 
Pacific Black Duck Masked Lapwing Grey Fantail 
Blue-billed Duck (all half grown chicks) Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Willie Wagtail 
Australasian Grebe Red-rumped Parrot Little Raven 
Hoary-headed Grebe Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Magpie-lark 

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Superb Fairy-wren Little Grassbird 
Spotted Dove White-browed Scrubwren Silvereye 

Common Bronzewing Yellow-rumped Thornbill Welcome Swallow 
Little Pied Cormorant Brown Thornbill Common Blackbird 
Australian Pelican Spotted Pardalote Common Starling 
White-faced Heron Striated Pardalote Common Myna 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill White-plumed Honeyeater Red-browed Finch 
Whistling Kite Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater House Sparrow 
Brown Goshawk Red Wattlebird European Goldfinch 
Purple Swamphen New Holland Honeyeater 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for 
the Geelong Naturalist each month. 


If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 
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Fauna report 
Trevor Pescott 


G rey-headed Flying-foxes feature well in this fauna were lodged are of interest and are listed here. 
report, with large numbers streaming across town, 
presumably travelling from their roost in Eastern Park to 
the western areas; two were observed in Forrest. It is 
unlikely they would be welcome there as their reputation 
as fruit-eaters would be well-known, but the two were 


doing a favour by helping pollinating the Corymbia trees. 


The first is from Barry Lingham (17/11/16) who reported 
seeing about 100 European Carp in Reedy Lake ‘on a 
kayak trip from O’Halloran’s Road via Fitzgerald’s Road 
to the Big Hole. Some crashed into the kayak with a solid 
thump. Expected that many will exit via the outlet, hit the 
salty water in L. Connewarre and try to return up the 
Guy Dutson’s observation of a Red Fox at Lake Barwon River.’ 
Modewarre indicates just how resourceful and highly 
destructive these animals can be in the local 
environment. 


The other is from Geoff Gates who reported a Great 
White Shark close to shore at Fairhaven beach on 
06/01/17. 

Although fish are not usually included in this report, 

indeed we don’t receive many fish observations, two that 


Mammals 


Common Brushtail Possum 1 | 25/02/17 | Winchelsea, killed on the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road at the Karngun 


Bridges crossing of the Barwon River. 


13th Beach, wandering along the road edge near the car park at 36W at 
11.35 p.m. 


Breamlea, noted in the Flora and Fauna Reserve. 


Common Ringtail Possum 04/02/17 


Swamp (Black) Wallaby 09/02/17 


25/02/17 


Grey-headed Flying-fox 


White-striped Freetail Bat 


Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Microbat sp. 


Red Fox 


European Hare 


Spotted Grass Frog 
Growling Grass Frog 


Eastern Three-lined Skink 


Southern Forest Cool-skink 
(Coventry’s Skink) 
Southern Water Skink 
Pale-flecked Garden 
Sun-skink (Garden Skink) 


Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon) 


Lowlands Copperhead 


Tiger Snake 


02/02/17 


11/02/17 


04/02/17 


16/02/17 
08/02/17 


29/01/17 


04/02/17 
18/02/17 


28/01/17 
25/02/17 


29/01/17 
04/02/17 


19/02/17 


05/02/17 


04/02/17 


10/02/17 
21/02/17 


21/02/17 


11/02/17 


23/02/17 


Brisbane Ranges, Old Mill Track 

Belmont, at 9.15 p.m. They were flying high overhead to the southwest, 
some were low, but many appeared a tiny specks against the darkening 
sky. One landed in a gum tree in our garden, possibly attracted by the 
ripening nectarines. This was the second night | had watched them. 


Forrest: first heard their distinctive calls, then tracked them down to forag- 
ing in heavily-flowering Corymbia(?) trees on the nature strip, either side 
of the main road (Grant Street) just south of the brewery and general 
store. 

13th Beach, heard calling after sunset over the 36W lookout. 


Yaugher, a male. 

Newtown, one of the larger species, flying over the Barwon River on a 
very warm (30C+) evening. 

Lake Modewarre, in the lake. It was all wet apart from its head, so had 
probably been swimming after the nesting waterbirds. 

Black Rocks Rd, lurking in long grass beside the road. 

Two seen in a paddock, one ran a short distance then drew itself up to full 
height on its hind legs and proceeded to tap its feet very quickly on the 
ground, like a kind of tap dance! Did this several times. The other hare 
remained hunkered down in long grass with only its head visible. 


Lake Modewarre, noted. 
Cargarie, noted. 


Lake Modewarre, noted. 


Belmont, at East View Parade, one was quite large, c 20 cm long, the 
other c15 cm was in a different part of the garden. 


Yaugher, caught near the house. 


Fyansford, basking on a sunny rock beside the Barwon River, opposite Red 
Gum Walk, Buckley Falls Park. 

Belmont, in the dark of the garden shed among some stakes. Smooth 
featureless body with a reddish patch to the head and throat areas, about 10 
cm long. 

Anglesea, observed in bark beside villa, Point Roadknight. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, one on the fire-guard inside the Info Centre— 
regularly noted in this favourite spot; the other on an island in the wetland area. 


Ocean Grove, sun-basking on emergent vegetation in a farm dam off Thacker 
Street. 

Breakwater, a small specimen crossing Wal Whiteside Walk between two 
wooded areas. 

Jan Juc, about 1 m long, crossed the walking track at 3.15 p.m. 
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Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Palmer; PSc Paul Schillier; RLo, Rod Lowther; TLy, 
Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GAp, George Tracey Langley; TP, Trevor Pescott. 
Appleby; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt,Geoff Gates; GPa. Grant 


Next fauna surveys 


Wooloomanata, Lara, weekend 
Thursday 9 March—Sunday 12 March 2017 


Wooloomanata is a grazing/cropping property between the You Yangs Regional Park and the Geelong-Bacchus 
Marsh Road. It is well known for its bird life and the GFNC has regular Thursday excursions there to look for birds. 
But we know less about the other fauna that is there, so a weekend survey has been arranged to look for mammals, 
reptiles and other fauna, as well as birds. 


We have been given permission to ‘camp’ in a house on the property; it has running water, toilet, (cold) showers, and 
ample space to roll out sleeping bags. You will still need camp stoves and other camping equipment. Please bring a 
spotlight if you have one. 


Thursday 9 March: Set up camp, and if time permits put out some drift fences and funnel traps. The harp 
traps will be set up as well. 


Friday 10 to Sunday 12 March: General surveying for fauna, including spotlighting at night. 


Important—since the area is private property please advise Trevor if you are attending at any time at 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au. 


Wooloomanata is accessed from the Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road, several kilometres north of the Barwon Gaol 
complex, on the east side of the road. 


Bat survey 
Mt Leura, Camperdown 
Thursday 6 April-Sunday 9 April 2017 


The program as arranged is as follows: 

Thursday 6 April: 4.00 p.m. Meet at the Mt Leura Information Centre to set the harp traps 

Friday 7 April-Sunday 9 April: 8.00 a.m. meet at the Centre to check the harps. 

It will take up to two hours to check the traps and identify any individuals that are caught, so the remainder of the time 
will be spent at another locality, either at the Floating Islands Reserve or at the Timboon reserve. 


Camping or cabin hire is available at the local caravan park, but it may be a good idea to make a booking if you plan 
to stay. 


Program for remainder of the year 


11-14 May: Grasstree Park and Rice Reserve 

Return to two areas we have already surveyed, to check on the species at each reserve. 
8—11June (Long weekend): Ballieston (Alcorn property) campout 

6-9 July: Floating Islands 

18-20 August: Otways/Yaugher 

7-10 September: Brisbane Ranges 

5-8 October: Breakfast Creek/Anglesea Heath 

9-12 November: Tile check, upgrade at Brisbane Ranges, Wooloomanata Corio and Ripley 
7-10 December: Gerangamete 

(Note: these dates are provisional and may be changed as circumstances dictate.) 
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Butterfly report 


his has been a good month for Marbled Xenicas and 

Common Browns. The Common Brown females that 
have mated earlier will begin to lay their creamy eggs 
among the ground litter or grass and the caterpillars will 
thrive on fresh grass until they pupate in spring. 


Splendid Ochres are never very plentiful and those at the 
OGNR were good sightings, as well as many Bright 
Shield-skippers. Trevor's sighting of a Monarch and a 
Shouldered Brown at Yaugher were also noteworthy. We 
have probably seen the last of the Australian Painted 
Ladies for the season, but there are still some Yellow 
Admirals about. 


Splendid Ochre 26/1/17 | Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Harrison Court Highton 


08/2/17 


08/2/17 
08/2/17 


Bright Shield-skipper 


Green Grass-dart 09/2/16 


Cabbage White 03/1/17 | Yaugher 


26/2/17 
03/1/17 
26/2/17 
03/1/17 
03/1/17 
08/2/17 


Yaugher 
Yaugher 
Yaugher 
Yaugher 
Yaugher 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Yaugher 


Belmont East View Pde 
Hamlyn Heights 
Yaugher 

Yaugher 

Highton 

Yaugher 


Tallawalla Guide Camp 
Moggs Creek 


Caper White 

Imperial Jezebel 
Monarch 

Australian Painted Lady 


08/2/17 


03/1/17 
09/2/17 
13/2/17 
26/2/17 
03/1/17 
04/2/17 
03/1/17 
18/2/17 


Yellow Admiral 


Meadow Argus 


Varied Sword-grass 03/1/17 


Brown 


Yaugher 


26/2/17 
03/1/17 
08/2/17 


Yaugher 
Yaugher 
Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Common Brown 


08/2/17 | Ocean Grove Nature 


Reserve 
Moggs Creek 
Yaugher 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 
Moggs Creek 


Yaugher 
Yaugher 
Yaugher 


18/2/17 
26/2/17 
08/2/17 


Shouldered Brown 
Marbled Xenica 


18/2/17 
26/2/17 
03/1/17 
26/2/17 


Common Grass-blue 


Valda Dedman 


Note that Braby’s new field guide gives the name Green 
Grass-dart, not Greenish to that small butterfly that looks 
orange and brown to me. 


Observers 

BL, Barry Lingham; GPo, Graham Possingham; 
JPo,Jenny Possingham; RLo, Rod Lowther; RUp, Rusten 
Upton; SKr, Susan Kruss; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


1 on Lake Track 
8+ flying about lomandra along track to lake. 


many around a flowering moonah beside 
driveway into car park. 
Many. 


2, first for some time. 


many around a flowering moonah beside 
driveway into car park. 
A few. 


Many. 
2 ragged specimens. 


a few around a flowering moonah beside 
driveway into car park. 


A few. 
1 
1, first sighting in our garden. 


1 male. 

60+, 90% females, on track from information 
centre to dam. A few males performing flight 
dances with females. 


a few male and female around flowering moonah 
along driveway into car park. 


about 20, about 50/50 male female. 
1 
About 10 scattered along track to dam. 


About 30 with Common Browns. 
A few. 
Many. 
Many. 
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Snorkeling around the Bellarine Peninsula 





Moonlighter, St Leonard’s Pier. 


Deborah Evans 





Old Wives Cottage by the Sea, Queenscliff. 


All photos by local diver, James Gifford 


N o, not hopping in the water at Geelong and 
swimming right round to Barwon Heads, but working 
our way round the various snorkeling sites that are 
available on the Bellarine coast. Some of these sites are 
amazing even though they don’t look at all promising 
from the beach or the cliff. Chris Graunas and | started 
our ‘adventures’ during the school holidays, but 
abandoned some sites, at least temporarily, due to the 
rows of fishing lines along the piers and the jet skiers 
who made swimming out more than a short distance very 
scary. 


Our ultimate goal is to see a seahorse in the wild (and 
possibly a nudibranch), which is possible snorkeling, 
though easier if you’re diving and can get a bit deeper. 
In the meantime we’ve discovered some places of 
extraordinary beauty, made even more extraordinary by 
the knowledge that many of the species will be endemic 
to this part of Victoria. Here’s where we’re up to... 


Clifton Springs 
There are three ruined piers at Clifton Springs, reminders 
of the days when steamers came from Melbourne to 





Kelp, Pt Lonsdale Pier. 
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bring weekend holiday-makers down here. Although 
nothing is left but the vertical structures, these go quite a 
long way out and have been well colonised by the sea 
life. There are seagrass beds nearby as well as open 
sandy areas, so there are at least three separate habitats 
to explore. The colours of the sponges and ascidians on 
the piers are astonishingly bright and varied—pinks, 
blues, yellows, greens, browns, greys, you name it. 
Hiding in these ‘gardens’ are sea-urchins and starfish as 
well as the small fish feeding there. Pipefish can be seen 
in the seagrass beds, and stingarees are quite often 
seen in the sandy areas or the seagrass. We also had 
fun being able to watch the Crested Terns at close 
quarters on the piers/pylons, particularly the young ones 
being fed. 


Portarlington 


The Steele’s Rock site (which we have visited on 
geological excursions) is another spot that’s easy to 
reach from the beach, with a small rocky reef to snorkel 
over. You'll find kelp and seagrass, with sponges, 
starfish, crabs, sea urchins and quite a few fish. Once the 





ma iff 
— 
+ 


Red Algae, Pt Lonsdale Pier. 








Sea urchins, St Leonard’s Pier. Sponge, Lonsdale Wall. 


construction work on the new harbour at Portarlington is So, now that the holiday-makers have gone home, why 
completed and the marine life re-colonises, it willbe worth not grab your mask and snorkel, and take advantage of 
checking those sites out again. the warmer water temperatures to see why the marine life 


of Port Phillip Bay is so famous. 
indented Head 
The paddle steamer ‘Ozone’ which was scuttled at Reference E es et 
Indented Head as a breakwater is only a short distance Taxonomic Toolkit for Marine Life of Port Phillip Bay, 
from the shore and quite fun to snorkel round with lots of http://portphillipmarinelife.net.au/ 
fish. There is also a reef to the south which is good at 


higher tides. My thanks to James Gifford for photographs 


representative of what Chris and | have been seeing. 
St Leonards pier 


This is a renowned site for snorkeling and diving, but was 
very popular with fisherfolk over the holidays, so it’s on the 
list to return to. It is Known as one of the best sites for 
seahorses. 


... to be continued! 





Toadfish, St Leonard’s Pier. 
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Sheep Track, Brisbane Ranges National Park—fauna survey 
8—11 December 2016 


All trapping is carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC approval 23.15 and DELWP permit 10007876 


Location 

Sheep Track is one of a number of walking tracks leading 
off Lease Road in the Brisbane Ranges National Park. It 
had been a vehicle track in the past but is now closed off 
to all but walkers. 


Weather 
It was mainly cool to mild, windy when we were setting 
the traps, with some light rain during the survey time. 


Elliott traps 

We set 40 small Elliott traps in four transects each of 10 
traps, parallel to Sheep Track, with two transects on each 
side of the track. They were baited with the standard 
peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal mix; a ball of 
Dacron filling was placed in each trap for bedding, and 
the traps had plastic covers for weather-proofing. They 
were checked between 8.00 and 9.00 a.m. each morning 
of the survey. 


Results 
09/12/16: E13 Agile Antechinus Antechinus 
agilis,female, wt 30 g. 

Post-lactating with 10 regressed nipples 
in her pouch. 


Trevor Pescott 


Harp traps 
Two harps were set along sheep Track on 10/12/16. 


Results 
Nothing caught; it was a cool night, and microbat activity 
may have been limited. 


Other mammals 
Both Eastern Grey Kangaroo and Black (Swamp) 


Wallaby were seen along Lease Road. Tony and his son 
Hugo camped over Friday night at Boar Gully and 
recorded a Brush-tailed Phascogale near their tent. 


Thanks 
Thanks to Parks Victoria for allowing us to undertake the 


survey in the national park. Thanks to all who helped set 
out the Elliotts, and check the traps over the weekend— 
Alison, Phil, Shona, Colin, Chrissy, Barry, Tony and 
Hugo, and to Colin for suggesting the trapping location. 


Super-sized fly 


his large and impressive fly, measuring between 2.5— 

3 cm in body length and with a wingspan of approx. 5 
cm, was spotted on a fence post at Jim and Lynn Masons 
farm on the Bellarine Peninsula on 23 February during the 
mid-week bird group excursion. 


J 


The fly is a species from the genus Rutilia, (family 
Tachinidae). According to Museum Victoria, the family 
Tachinidae has more than 500 species of the more than 
7,700 species of fly found in Australia. The larvae of 
species within this family occur as internal parasites of 
other arthropods, principally insects. It seems that the 





ro ES i Ha BL 
Photos: Bernie Lingham 
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Bernie Lingham 


Tachinidae family is not well studied and much about the 
many species is unknown. 


The Rutilia genus, which includes more than 50 species, 
can be extremely large and showy (The /nsects of 
Australia, p.737). This specimen certainly fitted that 
description. It was easily seen and photographed. 


Reference 
The Insects of Australia; a textbook for students and 
research workers, (1970) Melbourne University Press. 





Ocean Grove Nature Reserve—fauna survey 


9-12 February 2017 
All trapping is carried out in accordance with out WSIAEC approval 23.15 and DELWP permit 10007876 


Trevor Pescott 


Location 

One of the several islands in the currently nearly dry 
artificial wetland at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was 
the site selected for the weekend activity. 


Purpose 

In 2000 the late Dave King found two Bibron’s Toadlets in 
invertebrate pitfall traps set in the reserve. The species 
had not been found there previously, nor has it been seen 
since that time. It is rare in Victoria. 


In an attempt to determine if the species is still present at 
Ocean Grove, the fauna group plans to put three reptile/ 
amphibian pitfall lines in the general vicinity of the Jack 





Wheeler wetlands in the reserve. Ke Rk ae ee Wie aa 
Tracey digs a hole for the pitfall lines while Deborah, Caddidy, Billie and 

At the suggestion of Barry Lingham we began to develop _ Brooke look on. Photo: Trevor Pescott 

the first of the lines on one of the islands in the wetland. 

The other two will be in adjacent areas. So far we have caught one Eastern Banjo Frog 
(Pobblebonk), one Common Froglet, one Jacky Lizard 

Weekend activity and several Pale-flecked Garden Sunskinks (Garden 

The first stage of setting the lines is to dig holes into Skinks). 

which are inserted 20 litre plastic buckets so that the rim 

of the bucket is at ground level. We were able to set the Thanks 

four buckets, one on Friday and three on Saturday and To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the survey; 

Sunday. to Barry for providing the digging tools and purchasing the 


buckets, pegs and fencing, digging the first of the holes 
The connecting ‘drift-fences’ are now in place and the first and for checking the pits. To Tracey, Deborah, Brooke, 


pit-line can be used. We are required by our permit Cassidy and Billie for digging and placing three of the 
conditions to check the buckets early in the morning and buckets—it is hard work requiring the use of mattocks, 
late in the afternoon on each the buckets are open. At all crowbar and spades! 


other times lids are placed on the buckets. 


Results 

By the end of February the pitfalls had been open only 
sporadically but they are likely to produce useful results 
once a checking timetable can be arranged. 


Geelong Naturalist Editor Position 


Since the start of 2014, Chrissy Freestone has performed in the Geelong Naturalist editor's role and during that time 
has ensured that the publication is available to members on the first Tuesday of the month. The club greatly 
appreciates her dedication to the task in following up with article authors and the proofreading team, her diligence 
and creativity in setting out the layout, and all the other things, many unnoticed and done behind the scenes, to 
ensure the GN remains a quality publication of which the club can be proud. 


The GFNC committee thank Chrissy for the contribution to the club as GN editor and agree that three years is about 
the right time period to consider other ways to be involved with the club. Chrissy has informed us that she has 
enjoyed the editor’s role immensely but would now like to free up her time to pursue other interests. 


The club is therefore interested in hearing from any member willing to perform the editor role for a similar two to three 
year period. Support and training will be provided in using the standard computer package, Microsoft Publisher, 
which allows news items, articles and photographs to be slotted into a set format. 


GFNC Committee 
info@gfnc.org.au 
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Mt Rothwell working bee 


Tracey Hinton 





Eastern Quoll, Mt Rothwell. Photo: Tracey Hinton New enclosure for Striped Legless Lizard. Photo: Tracey Hinton 
n 25 February, Mt Rothwell Biodiversity topped and pegged in place, a feat that would have taken 
Interpretation Centre had a working bee to continue the 2 employees nearly a week to accomplish. It feels 

fencing off a new section of the remanent volcanic plains great to know that we are helping save not only these 

grass land. This new land will continue to house the species but the land that is important for many other 
endangered mainland Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Red species of birds and wildlife. 

Bellied Pademelon and Eastern Quoll, in a predator free 

environment. Arriving later in the day | was requested to The centre is now also home to 20 new Striped Legless 

clean out the Eastern Quoll cages, a tough job! Of course | Lizard for a breeding program. These have been placed in 

took a little time out for some playing and photos. specially built enclosures. 

After the BBQ lunch provided we heading out to do the The next working bee is on Saturday 11 March 2017. 

real job, making the new fence escape proof and RSVP to info@mtrothwell.com.au. 


predator proof. With 9 volunteers over 500 m of fence was 





Enthusiastic volunteers fix fences at Mt Rothwell. Photos: Tracey Hinton 
Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 


Guest speaker: Peter Rogers, Ringwood Field Naturalists Club 
Topic: Mistletoe 


Tuesday 14 March @ 7.30 p.m. 
(A cuppa will be available from 7.00 p.m.) 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room 
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Hunting the Spiranthes 


have often felt the ‘twitching urge’ to race off and hunt 

down a rare or vagrant bird that may turn up in Victoria, 
but over the past year | have become more ‘plant twitchy’. 
Plants do not suddenly head off-course during migration, 
like a Buff-breasted Sandpiper. However, plants may 
have similar irregular or rare appearances, as they often 
only flower in particular habitats during special weather or 
fire conditions. 


At one of our stimulating discussions at a Plant Group 
meeting, Polly noted that the wetter conditions during 
2016 may have allowed the blooming of one of our more 
unusual orchids, Austral Ladies Tresses Spiranthes 
australis. It grows only in the boggy areas of swamps or 
marshes, flowering in mid-summer. In the Geelong region 
it is considered uncommon to rare. 


Our discussion crystallised into a plan to check areas of 
the Brisbane Ranges where the orchid had been known 
to flower in the past. On 11 January a small group of 
enthusiasts walked to a swampy zone in the northern 
Brisbane Ranges. The swamp had dried out, but the 
peaty soil still had some moisture. Despite a thorough 
search we found no orchids (or snakes). We decided to 
walk a route through the open bush to reach the second 
possible site. 


Our route took us past a shallow waterhole, so Alison and 
Phil had a quick look around the edge. We were all 
surprised by the call of ‘found it’ that created great 
excitement! A plant with seven stems of flowers was 
clearly visible. More careful observations then revealed 
another nine separate plants scattered within 10 metres. 
Cameras clicked rapidly, photographing the delicate 





Spiranthes australis 


Photos: Barry Lingham 


Barry Lingham 


mauve coloured flowers with a wavy-edged white 
labellum. Most flower stems were not fully in bloom, but 
the arrangement of multiple flowers twisted to form a 
spirally arranged inflorescence was impressive. 


We did not find any evidence of the orchid at our second 
planned site, but we were well pleased at finding the new 
location. Detailed information was passed on to Parks 
Victoria to ensure that the site was protected in the future. 
Another expedition was made to the site on 20 January. 
We were disappointed to find that most of the original 
plants appeared to have been eaten, probably by deer. 
Deer droppings were seen around the site. New plants 
were found at another section of the waterhole (as was a 
Lowland Copperhead snake), so we hoped that they may 
reach seed stage. A thorough search of the surrounding 
area failed to find any more plants. 


Description: 

Flower stem: multiple, to 45 cm tall. 

Leaves: multiple, upright, long (to 15 cm), pointed. 
Flowers: Mauve and white. Up to 60 per inflorescence 
Labellum: White, wavy edged. 

Status: Uncommon to rare in restricted habitat. 


References 

Mayfield E, (2010) Flora of the Otway Plain & Ranges 
Vol 1, CSIRO 

Trigg C&M, (2000) Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges 
CSIRO 
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January—February bird observations—some highlights 


milder and fairly windy summer continues to unfold 

in the Geelong district and some of the more 
interesting bird records submitted to our club are those 
of beach cast sea birds. Usually winter sees some 
interesting pelagic birds wash up on our coast but this 
past month has seen numerous Fairy Prions and Fairy 
Penguins recorded over the end of January. 


Continued observation of birds from outside the fence at 
Moolap salt works had confirmed breeding of Fairy 
Terns and good numbers of Curlew Sandpipers as 
well as interesting records of other species such as 
Banded Stilts beginning to return, Brolga, Peregrine 
Falcons and Eastern Great Egrets as well as Little 
Egrets. We are indeed lucky to have endangered 
species utilising, and even breeding at, this important 
site just a few kilometres from the city centre. The club 
continues to work hard for long term protection of 
Moolap Salt Works’ environmental values. 


There have been staggering numbers of several species 
recorded this month—5000 Fluttering Shearwaters off 
Barwon Heads and 3200 Red-necked Stints at 
Freshwater Lake. It was only a few weeks before when 
no stints were seen here on the summer wader count, 
illustrating that birds will move between the various sites 
within a wetland system when conditions allow and 
require it. Protection of the whole system is imperative. 


The newly detected Little Egret breeding at Queenscliff 
is remarkable and probably the only breeding colony in 
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Beach-washed Fairy Prions found on 13th Beach in February. The 
darker plumage of the bird on the right in each photo is indicative of an 
older bird. 


Photos: George Appleby 


John Newman 


Victoria. The Pacific Koel is still in Highton having bred 
there also this summer. A suburban Olive-backed 
Oriole in Belmont was also a remarkable record. 
White-necked Herons have been recorded in many 
locations around our district now after the wet inland 
conditions of 2016. 


Eyes on the skies have revealed another threatened 
bird, the White-throated Needletail locally this month 
whilst keen ears have allowed records of Weebill at 
Lake Connewarre and Lewin’s Rail at Breamlea. 
Southern Whiteface are seldom seen outside the 
You Yangs and so a small party at Glenmore was 
excellent. 


This, of course, is just a sample of all the wonderful 
records submitted to our GFNC website at: 
http://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 


Many thanks to the many observers who have 
contributed to the records this month, including Angus 
Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Bernie McRitchie, Brett 
Roberts, Craig Morley, Chrissy Freestone, David 
Tytherleigh, David Whelan, Deborah Evans, Geoff 
Gates, George Appleby, Grant Palmer, Jeff Dagg, Jen 
Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Lynne Clarke, 
Maddie Glynn, Margaret & Richard Alcorn, Paul Schillier, 
Rod Lowther, Tom Fletcher & Trevor Pescott. 
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Curlew Sandpiper (top) and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (bottom) at Lake Murdeduke. February 2017. 
Photos by David Tytherleigh 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Lake Lorne & McLeods Holes 
Thursday 23 March 2017 


Meet: 9:00 a.m. on the north side of the lake at the 
Drysdale Historic Railway Station, Portalington Road, 
Drysdale. Melway 456 F12 


We will circumnavigate Lake Lorne, followed by a 
refreshing morning tea and then relocate to McLeods 
Waterholes for another walk and a picnic lunch. 
Finish: About midday 

Bring: Water, nibbles, lunch, walking shoes, hat, 
sunscreen, insect repellent, binoculars, camera and 
scope. 


Contact: Margaret Alcorn 0448 788 295 


Swan Bay Environment Association 
Inc. 


Sk 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
2017 


Friday 17 March 2017 
Queenscliff Uniting Church, cnr of Hesse 
and Stokes St, Queenscliff 


The guest speaker this year is Jennifer Dearnaley, PhD 
student at School of Architecture and Built Environment, 
Deakin University. 


The topic is ‘The role and potential of ethnobotany in 
Australian Aboriginal plant knowledge in supporting and 
enabling sustainable land management practices for 
land use developments’. 


Jen was a prize winner of the 2015 Landscape 
Architecture for her project, the Restoration of Yollinko 
Park, Geelong, where the Wada wurrung balug clan of 
the Wadawurrung tribe of the Kulin nation lived. 


We look forward to your participation in the meeting. If 
you cannot attend and wish to register an apology 
please email hurley@eftel.net.au or call 5258 1564 


Mailing roster 
March: Joan & Tibor Korn 
April: Jan Venters 
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GFNC excursion 
Edwards Point Conservation 
Reserve 
Sunday 19 March 2017 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Beach Rd, entrance at the 
eastern end of Beach Road, St Leonards, Melway 
474 A4. 


Edwards Point Nature Conservation Reserve protects 
the last remaining stand of coastal woodland on the 
Bellarine Peninsula. The Two Bays lookout walk 
takes about 3 hours. This walk should provide the 
opportunity to study a variety of vegetation, 
butterflies,birds and marine life. On our last visit we 
recorded 44 species of birds including 640 
Red-necked Stints and 40 Fairy Terns. 


After lunch we will take a short walk to Charlies Hole. 
The track winds through sedge communities and 
coastal woodland towards a lookout with spectacular 
views of the reserve and the adjacent Marine National 
Park. 


Finish: About mid afternoon 


Bring: Water, nibbles, lunch, walking shoes (you 
might get your feet wet), hat, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, binoculars, camera and scope. 


Contact: Richard Alcorn 0419 354 640 


‘Bird of My Soul’ exhibition 
2—4 June 2017 
Wesley Church, Geelong 


This event is a fund-raising event to assist asylum 
seekers in Geelong. The exhibition name ‘Bird of My 
Soul’ is a line taken from the Persian poet, Rumi, and it 
refers to the seeking of freedom and safety. Artists are 
being sought who are prepared to donate a piece of 
art / photography to be gifted to the project for 
subsequent sale at the exhibition. The works are to 
feature birds and their associated imagery (e.g. 
portraits of birds, birds in their environment, bird 
houses, feathers, nests etc.). Art works can be in any 
medium. Paintings, drawings, sculpture, photography, 
textiles, woodwork, creative writing, craftwork or 
jewellery etc. will all be most welcome. The preference 
is for smaller works so that they can be easily displayed 
and will be sold more readily. Promotional material will 
be distributed widely in the community from mid-April. 


For further information please contact Cathie Bond on 


0407 013 428 or email cathiebond25@yahoo.com.au 





Coming events 


MARCH 2017 23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Lake Lorne and McLeods 
5 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot Holes 
7 General Meeting: Tom Rich—Polar vertebrates in 
Victoria April 2017 
Fauna survey: Wooloomanata, Lara 4 AGM—Members Night 
Digital Photography in the Bush (BirdLife Australia) 6-9 Fauna survey: Bat Survey, Mt Leura 
Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Peter 11 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 
Rogers—Mistletoe 20 Bird Group: Martin Scuffins—Those rapacious raptors 


‘ ae : 23 Excursion: Inverleigh NCR 
Bir Greup: Joris prigssen -The egiago program tor 27 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in 
shorebirds—why it is done, how is it done and what we autumn 
are learning. 
SEANA campout, Sale 
Excursion: Edwards Point/Charlies Holes 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2016-2017 


President Vacant 

Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Secretary Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 
Treasurer Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 
Minute Secretary Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Committee Member 


lingham@tpg.com.au 
rod.lowther@live.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


Dean Hewish 
David Boyle 


Deborah Evans 
Graham Possingham 


Barry Lingham 


0409 231 755 
5250 1039 
5243 8687 
5243 6997 
5255 4291 


myibook@iprimus.com.au 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Bird Group 


Craig Morley 


5221 4604 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


Conservation Adviser Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 0417 379 033 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 5243 7072 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant — — 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 
Cadets Jeff Dagg 


brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


0439 390 801 
0419 551 847 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
gfncadets@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 28 March 2017. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Velway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 
The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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